There were 37 candidates for 30 appointments in the Indian Medical Service at the February examination; of these 22 were found qualified. Most of the successful competitors were either natives of India orEurasians. The Defence Fund has thus been successful in deterring good men from coming forward. Whether this is a subject of congratulation or not it is difficult to say. The tone and position of-the service is being lowered, and it is doubtful whether a movement, which has for its present effect its depreciation and degradation, will in the long run tend to improve and raise it. 
"A specific parasitical non-inflammatory enzootic blood disease characterised by fever with jaundice, petechia; of mucous membranes, especially of the eye and vagina, dropsy, albumen sometimes in the urine, great prostration of strength, rapid wasting, and with a specific parasite in the blood during life, but no characteristic structural organic lesions are found after death. It may be transmitted by the subcutaneous injection of blood, and by drinking freely blood containing the parasites alive, but is not contagious or infectious in the ordinary way. The average duration of the disease is probably not less than two months, but reliable statistics are wanting upon that point.'' The parasite is described as having a round body tapering in front to a sort of head and ending behind in a tail, about three or four times the diameter of a white corpuscle in length and one-eighth to one-tenth in breadth. Colonel Black asks whether the disease is known to exist in any other part of India, and if so, whether the localities were marshy and the water unwholesome, and whether the animals had been particularly exposed to the sun or to fatigue before they showed symptoms of the disease.
We shall try and find room for the whole report in our next issue ; meantime any information which can be given on the subject will be welcome.
We rejoice to observe that in the honors and promotions conferred for service in Afghanistan, the Indian Medical Service has not been forgotten. The 
